Germ cell tumours, which may arise from the gonads or from certain extra-gonadal sites, present with widely varying clinical pictures and exhibit an equally wide range of biological behaviour from the benign to the highly malignant. It is in the malignant variety that modern chemotherapy has made such an impact and provided the stimulus for Professor Bagshawe and his team to produce this miniencyclopaedia on the subject. I use the word team because the contributors are largely drawn from one hospital, highlighting the importance of the closely integrated multidisciplinary approach for the optimum management of these problems.
The book is arranged in three main sections: pathology; initial diagnosis and management of germ cell tumours as a whole; and management in each specific site according to clinical stage. This arrangement inevitably leads to some repetition and in the clinical sections to a slightly disjointed presentation, but these are minor criticisms of a generally informative, authoritative and up-to-date text.
In the first section, Bagshawe's overview of aetiological factors leads on to chapters on pathology and immunohistochemistry. The middle section deals with overall clinical presentation: primary surgery, diagnostic imaging and the inter-related issues of staging, markers and prognostic factors. The last section deals individually with germ cell tumours of the testis, ovary, cranial cavity, mediastinum and retroperitoneum respectively. The final chapter deals with the all important follow-up protocols and reminds us that modern therapy is not without its own complications, notably to normal germ cells. This book is warmly recommended. It is the product of experts, and the case for the management of rare tumours in special centres requires no better evidence. This is a well produced book with few typographical errors or omissions. It is of a sensible size and well edited. However, the standard of illustration is not high and the title is misleading since it consists of the published proceedings of an international symposium in 1982 and would have been better entitled 'Head and Neck Cancer -Some Recent Advances.' The modern plethora of courses and symposia in head and neck oncology may encourage such publications.
In this context the contributors' chapters are valuable and informative, although virtue is less discernible in the 'discussion' postscripts to the chapters. Cytotoxic chemotherapy receives some inaccurate reporting, and considering the hazards of conservative surgery in oral cancer the author's conclusions may be misunderstood. Emphasis on fine-needle aspiration cytology is timely, and the value of EBV serology both as a diagnostic and prognostic marker in NPC is stressed. There is a good chapter updating our knowledge of thyroid cancer and its management. An intriguing account of the probable role of some prostaglandins in head and neck cancer is given. Myocutaneous and free flap techniques are also covered well by a pioneer in the field.
In oncology there is much invocation of the prospective randomized clinical trial, possibly deriving from therapeutic frustration, but the book does not discuss the real difficulties in mounting such trials, given the relative scarcity and dilution of head and neck cancer at individual hospitals. Cooperative oncology groups with proper support are essential if significant early answers are to be obtained. This is'a useful book on recent advances.
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